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VIRTUAL CLASSES:
Hidden Histories and Untold Stories
Scholar Stream: An Initiative of JTS, USCJ, the RA
and the Ziegler School.
Join JTS scholars as they uncover the hidden context around
biblical figures and important eras in Jewish history.
Tuesdays at 8 pm
November 10 - Dr. David Fishman on how religious pre-Holocaust Eastern European Jewry
actually was—or wasn’t.
November 17 - Dr. Alan Cooper on why we stopped caring about Moses’s descendants.
December 1 - Dr. Sarah Wolf on how foreign the beit midrash would feel to the early Rabbis.
December 8 - Dr. Amy Kalmanofsky on what the Bible really had against Jezebel
Free for B’nai Torah members! Each student must register in advance using the link* and code below.
Each one hour session will be followed by half hour Q&A and discussion** with a B’nai Torah rabbi.
*Click here to register | Code: BocaFall20
**Discussion begins at 9 pm - Zoom Meeting ID: 899 3616 0583 | Passcode: Z8X3z0
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 899 3616 0583 | Passcode: 726182

The History of the State of Israel - Zionism through 2020
‘The First 72 Years: How Did We Get Here and What’s Next?’ with “our Israel
guide” Uri Feinberg, who will be teaching from Israel!
Wednesdays at 11 am (one-hour sessions) - Nov. 11, 18; Dec. 2, 9, 16
Zoom Meeting ID: 881 9647 9403 | Passcode: Lyx4Pn
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 881 9647 9403 | Passcode: 486533

Special Presentation
‘Post Election Reflection and Analysis’ with Professor Robert Watson
Tuesday, November 17 at 12 pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 2XQ40R
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 723867
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Pikuach Nefesh
‘An exploration of the principle that saving lives is most often the top priority
in making Jewish decisions’ with Dr. William Klein
Tuesday, November 24 at 12 pm
Zoom Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 2XQ40R
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 723867

Hope in the Time of Covid
Featuring JTS Professors including Rabbi Gordon Tucker and Dr. Sarah Wolf
Tuesdays at 12:15 pm - December 15, January 12, February 2
Zoom Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 2XQ40R
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 376 227 858 | Password: 723867

Vilna: The Rise, Fall, and Afterlife of the Jerusalem
of Lithuania
Dr. David Fishman, Professor of Jewish History, JTS
Thursdays at 12 pm (one hour sessions) - January 14, 21, 28
This class is free but pre-registration is required, please click here or call
the synagogue office at (561) 392-8566.

Talmud Class
with Rabbi David Englander
Thursdays at 9:15 am
Zoom Meeting ID: 893 5904 5808 | Password: 7gH6bH
By phone, dial: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 893 5904 5808 | Password: 916450

Torah Study
with Rabbi David Steinhardt
Fridays at 8:15 am
Zoom Meeting ID: 942 8033 7661 | Password: 6WGrYM
By phone, dial: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 942 8033 7661 | Password: 478512
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Roots/Shorashim/Judur Series
Roots is a local Palestinian-Israeli initiative for understanding, nonviolence and transformation.
Based on a mutual recognition of each People’s connection to the Land, Roots is developing
understanding and solidarity despite ideological differences.
Wednesdays at 11 am (80 - 90 min. sessions) - January 6, 13, 20, 27; February 3, 10
Zoom Meeting ID: 829 8818 9143 | Passcode: U0KKFx
By phone: (646) 876-9923 | Meeting ID: 829 8818 9143 | Passcode: 024777

January 6: ‘Through the Lens’

Saskia Keeley, a world-renowned photographer, has been running joint photography workshops for
local Israeli and Palestinian women with Roots since 2017. Using the images captured in the program,
she shares the story of what happens in these workshops and what it can teach us.

January 13: ‘Ask me anything’
Many Roots leaders are involved in the thick of issues at stake in Israel-Palestine. Join an open panel
about current issues, aspects of the conflict or particular areas of activism or expertise. You provide
the questions and the direction.

January 20: ‘Roots Young Adults Speak’
Young people share their experience in Roots’ incredible year-long program, where Israeli and
Palestinian 16-18 year olds create deep bonds and struggle with their identities while attending
school and living in communities on opposite sides of the conflict. Their stories and wisdom often
put our leadership to shame!

January 27: ‘Peace Building From Within National Identities’
One of the core intentions of the name of the initiative, Roots, is that peace building must embrace the
roots of our respective national identities. Roots believes that only by honoring and working from within
our nationalisms can we forge meaningful reconciliation. Israeli and Palestinian co-directors of Roots,
Shaul Judelman and Khaled Abu Awwad, will share their own understandings of Muslim Palestinianism
and Religious Zionism, and how they navigate these competing movements.

February 3: ‘Overcoming the Hubris of Exclusivity’

Noor Awad, a Palestinian Roots activist from Bethlehem, and Shaul Judelman, the Israeli co-director
of Roots, describe the life-expanding experience of meeting the other in the full force of their
particular identity. Palestinians and Israelis live the hubris of exclusivity, a state of mind in which the
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other side is simply invisible as anything other than the two-dimensional, gray mass of the enemy.
Shaul and Noor will present the cognitive dissonance, confusion, and disorientation created when
they first met, and the psychological process initiated in the wake of deep, continuous dialogue.
They will explore how their own narratives were fundamentally challenged and ultimately
expanded to include the truth of the other.

February 10: ‘Two State Solution’
The promotion of the annexation of the West Bank has sparked fiery arguments. Among the voices
arguing for and against a One State or a Two State solution – A Land for All - a joint Arab-Jewish
movement – offers a hybrid approach: two states, but not two separate states; rather two states that
share the land instead of dividing the land. The ‘two states/one homeland’ approach overcomes the
injustice of the classic two-state solution, which denies both sides’ deep historic connection to the whole
of the land of Israel/Palestine. This plan advocates for two sovereign independent states - Israel and
Palestine - joined by confederation, thereby creating a joint homeland between the Jordan River and
the Mediterranean Sea with equality and freedom of movement, employment and residency for all.
The Land for All movement has been promoting its vision of an open land for over 7 years. Its leaders
have garnered the respect of Roots for their work in translating core values of Roots into a political model.

Scholar-in-Residence Series*

Rabbi Dr. Donniel Hartman President of the Shalom Hartman Institute.
Ambassador Dore Gold President of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, former Director General
of Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and former Ambassador to the United Nations.

Dr. Christine Hayes The Robert F. and Patricia Ross Weis Professor of Religious Studies in Classical
Judaica at Yale University.

Sarah Hurwitz American speechwriter. A senior speechwriter for President Barack Obama in 2009 and
2010, and head speechwriter for First Lady Michelle Obama from 2010 to 2017, she was appointed to
the United States Holocaust Memorial Council by Barack Obama after leaving the White House. Author
of “Here All Along: Finding Meaning, Spirituality, and a Deeper Connection to Life - in Judaism (After
Finally Choosing to Look There).”
*Dates will be announced.
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B’nai Torah Author Forum
Rabbi Barry Block
Wednesday, November 18 at 2 pm
Mussar based commentary is a vital resource for Torah study, offering
a thoughtful analysis of each of the 54 Parashot. Rabbi Block, who
serves Congregation B'nai Israel in Little Rock, Arkansas, is the editor of
'The Mussar Torah Commentary: A Spiritual Path to Living a Meaningful
and Ethical Life.'
Zoom Meeting ID: 845 5037 8334 | Passcode: z5A3ky
By phone: (646) 876- 9923 | Meeting ID: 845 5037 8334 | Passcode: 822536

Jason B. Rosenthal
Wednesday, December 9 at 7 pm
An inspiring memoir of life, love and loss and new beginnings by the
widower of children’s author and filmmaker, Amy Krause Rosenthal, whose
last act of love before her death was setting the stage for her husband’s
life without her in a column in the New York Times “Modern Love” column.
It appeared 10 days before her death from ovarian cancer. In ‘My Wife
Said You May Want to Marry Me: A Memoir’ Jason describes how he continues to honor Amy’s life and
her last wish and how he seeks to appreciate every day and live in the moment while trying to help others
coping with loss.
Zoom Meeting ID: 820 6476 3834 | Passcode: a6khi9

Kenneth Stern
Thursday, December 17 at 7 pm

Stern’s book ‘The Conflict Over the Conflict: The Israel/Palestine Campus
Debate’ chronicles one of the most divisive and toxic issues on today’s
college and university campuses: Israel and Palestine. Some pro-Palestine
students call supporters of Israel’s right to exist racist, and disrupt their
events. Some pro-Israel students label pro-Palestine students terrorists,
and the Jews among them traitors. In this passionate book, Stern examines attempts from each side to
censor the other at a time when some say students are being quarantined from, rather than challenged
to wrestle with, difficult ideas. He uniquely frames the examination: our ability to think rationally is inhibited
when our identity is fiercely connected to an issue of perceived social injustice.
Zoom Meeting ID: 890 6763 7855 | Passcode: xQi2UF
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Meryl Ain
Thursday, February 4 at 2 pm

‘The Takeaway Men’ explores the impact of immigration, identity,
prejudice, secrets, and lies on parents and children in mid-twentieth
century America. With the cloud of the Holocaust still looming over them,
a family arrives in the US from a Displaced Persons Camp.They experience
the difficulties of adjusting to American culture as well as the burgeoning
fear of the Cold War. Years later, the discovery of a former Nazi hiding in their community brings the
Holocaust out of the shadows. As the girls get older, they start to wonder about their parents’ pasts, and
they begin to demand answers. But it soon becomes clear that those memories will be more difficult and
painful to uncover than they could have anticipated. Meryl Ain is a member of B’nai Torah Congregation.
Zoom Meeting ID: 842 0797 5875 | Passcode: UL5jJC

Anna Solomon
Wednesday, March 10 at 7 pm
The story of Esther is often told as the triumph of a Jewish minority
over one man’s blinding hatred, through the courage and selflessness
of one woman. Anna Solomon’s ‘The Book of V.’ challenges this simple
narrative — asking, what is Vashti’s story? And how do we choose
to represent women’s lives, both in the past and today? This novel
intertwines the lives of a Brooklyn mother in 2016, a senators wife in 1970’s Washington, and Queen
Ester, whose stories of sex, power and desire overlap and ultimately converge – showing how women’s
roles have not changed over thousands of years.
Zoom Meeting ID: 835 5652 1034| Passcode: 5ps6M0

Shlomo Levin
Wednesday, March 24 at 2 pm

‘The Human Rights Haggadah’ inspires thoughtful and timely conversations
at the seder by explaining how the Passover story relates to human rights.
Full traditional text in Hebrew and English, color illustrations, plus three types
of comments - the Rabbis boxes show how Jewish sources address human
rights issues; the universal declaration of human rights boxes explain how
human rights questions are resolved in treaties and laws; and finally, dialogue boxes explain these different
viewpoints and end with questions to discuss.
Zoom Meeting ID: 838 9016 8435 | Passcode: B8qn5z
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