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תלמוד תורה כנגד כלם

The study of Torah is equal to all the mitzvot



Shalom Friends,

We welcome you to our 5778 catalog of adult learning opportunities. Inside you will find 
dozens of invitations to engage with excellent teachers, a broad range of topics, and classes 
ranging from single lectures to weekly meetings.  

New instructors and classes include professors from local universities, a weekly Talmud study 
with our rabbis, and a partnership with our excellent Hazak seniors program to provide 
engagement in learning for all generations. A new Hebrew reading initiative, tailored to 
meet each student’s needs, a brand new iEngage from the Hartman Institute on “Israel’s 
Milestones”, a weekday Learner’s Service parallel to our daily minyan, and more. Old friends 
are well represented, and more than ever we believe there is truly “something for everyone” 
as we fulfill the mitzvah of Talmud Torah together as a learning community.  

You will see that the offerings of the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning are 
now listed by day, interspersed with our other classes. As noted, Melton requires separate 
registration and tuition, and some of these classes will sell out! For non-Melton classes, 
it helps us to know how many students we might expect so please register for classes via 
phone or e-mail, or stop by the office.  

We are grateful to everyone who participates in our program – students, teachers, 
administrators and our facilities team. We thank our program’s benefactors, B’nai Torah 
members Amy and Fred Weiss, who named the academy in memory of Amy’s beloved 
parents and brother, zichronam livracha. May we all experience a wonderful year of 
meaningful growth through learning together as a community.  

B’shalom,

Rabbi David Steinhardt           Rabbi David Englander
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Class Registration
All Melton classes require advance registration 

and tuition fees. To register, please visit 

www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton.
 

All Cooperman Academy classes (except 

where otherwise noted) are free for members 

of B’nai Torah Congregation. Non-members 

are also welcome at a fee of $10 per single-

session class, $50 for one recurring class, 

and $100 for unlimited classes.   
 

Advance registration helps our teachers to 

plan and appropriate rooms to be assigned for 

classes. Please fill out Registration Form found 

on page 19 and return to the Synagogue. 
 

Registration for multi-session classes will 

also take place at the first session of each

recurring class, and at each single-session

class. A minimum number of participants

is required for all recurring classes.

 

Questions? 
Please contact Zena Gruda

Phone: (561) 392-8566 ext. 306

Email: zenag@bnai-torah.org

Or visit us at www.btcboca.org



Cooperman Classes:
JTS Lunchtime Scholar Series      Pg. 8

Understanding Jewish American History (Year 7)    Pg. 8

Ripped from the Headlines      Pg. 8

The Present of Presence:  Mindfulness Meditation    Pg. 10

Lunch & Learn         Pg. 10-11

Court Cases that Changed Israel, and the World    Pg. 13

Learner’s Service with our Rabbis      Pg. 13

Judaism and the Environment      Pg. 14

Yiddish Language & Culture      Pg. 14

Hebrew Reading for Beginners      Pg. 14

Introduction to Judaism       Pg. 14

Shabbat Torah Study       Pg. 16

Torah Study with Rabbi David Steinhardt     Pg. 17

Melton Classes:
Bereshit 2 - The Story of the First Jewish Family    Pg. 9

Core Year One - Purposes & Rhythms     Pg. 9

The Star and the Crescent - The Long Relationship of Judaism and Islam Pg. 9, 15

Shemot 1 - From Slavery to Sinai      Pg. 12

Core Year Two - Crossroads & Ethics     Pg. 12

Shemot 2 - Revelation and Revolution     Pg. 12

From Sinai to Seinfeld: Jews and Their Jokes    Pg. 15

BeMidbar - Leadership Defined and Defended    Pg. 15

Jewish Denominations: Challenges of Modernity    Pg. 15

For more information regarding Melton classes, please contact Penina Bredoff, 

Melton Site Director, at melton@bnai-torah.org. 

Classes at a glance...
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Special Presentations

Responding to Anti-Semitism:  
Information, Confrontation, and 
Dialogue in an Interconnected World    
7:00 pm  |  Wednesday, November 8

Special guest speaker Laurence Milstein, Director 
of the Palm Beach County Regional office of the 
American Jewish Committee, will present the latest 
data, stories, and strategies utilized to address anti-
Semitism in America and around the world. The AJC 
is a global leader in interfaith relations and human 
rights advocacy.        

2017 Global Day of Jewish Learning: 
Beauty and Ugliness    
Sunday, November 12

The Global Day of Jewish Learning is an opportunity 
for Jews around the world to unite through our 
shared texts. This year’s theme “Beauty and 
Ugliness” will explore our world and nature 

through Jewish texts. Events will 
be held around the community.   
    Special broadcasts, as well 
     as guided text study, 
    will be available at 
   www.theglobalday.org

Americans and the Nazi Threat: 
What Did Floridians Know?   
7:00 pm  |  Wednesday, November 29

While media around the country provided frequent 
and vivid accounts of rising Nazi brutality in Europe, 
Americans focused inward in the 1930–40’s. Step 
back in time with Museum experts to explore 
headlines, artifacts and reactions from the region 
to understand the history in a local context. 
Free and open to the community, RSVP required 

for attendance.  

Presented by the 

United States Holocaust 

Memorial Museum. 

For security reasons, RSVP is mandatory. To register, 

please contact the Southeast Regional Office of the United 

States Holocaust Memorial Museum at (561) 995-6773 or 

southeast@ushmm.org, or register online at ushmm.org/

events/pursuit-boca-raton  

Modern Germany: 
The Legacy of the Holocaust 
and Contemporary Challenges   
7:00 pm  |  Wednesday, January 10

Dr. Claudia Dunlea (FAU)

Modern Germany – the lasting 
legacy of the Holocaust and 
other current issues
“Vergangenheitsbewältigung” 
(dealing with the past, the 
Holocaust) has been part of 
Germany’s raison d’etat ever 

since the end of World War II. How did and still does 
the legacy of the Holocaust affect Germany’s politics 



and policies, in Europe and around the world?  How 
are the Nazi atrocities taught to German school children 
and how do you deal and live with the guilt of the past 
as a German? These are some of the issues of Modern 
Germany that this lecture (presented by a native 
German of the post WW2 generation) will address. 
Other current issues to be discussed will be the outcome 
of the September 2017 election, the refugee crisis, the 
rise of islamophobia, Germany in Europe as well as the 
Brexit challenge for the EU where Germany will play a 
leading role in the negotiations. 

The Streets of Jerusalem: The Story 
Behind the Names   
7:00 pm  |  Tuesday, January 16

Presenter: Ira Epstein

“Roam the streets of Jerusalem, search her squares, look 
about and take note” – Jeremiah 5:1

The streets of Jerusalem are a treasure trove of Jewish 
and Israeli history. In this lecture we will explore 

the story and 
background 
behind many of its 
street names. We’ll 
find the ancient 
and modern 
history of Israel, 
our patriarchs and 
matriarchs, our 

rabbis and sages, our warriors and kings, our politicians, 
writers and benefactors coming to life in all their 
timeless glory. We will even sing a few songs associated 
with the names behind the streets.

Ira Epstein is a noted and engaging educator, and has 

delivered hundreds of multimedia lectures nationwide. 

Reinventing Jewish Grandparents - 
Florida Style    
12:15 pm  |  Wednesday, February 7

Presenter: Carol Cott Gross

Jewish Grandparents are no longer only Bubbe and 
Zayde, like the truth truth-telling local matriarchs and 

patriarchs up north 
whose m.o. was 
“what’s in my lung 
is on my tongue.“ 
Today’s non-stop 
retired Florida 
Grandparents are 
dubbed recreational, 
companionate, and 

seasonal by sociologists and mavens. This humorous 
and engaging talk is based on the speaker’s writing 
published in the New York Times, Newsday, the Sun 
Sentinel and more.  
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JTS Lunchtime Scholar Series
12:15 pm  |  See dates below 

Monthly presentations from some of the luminaries 
of the faculty of the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America. Feel free to bring a dairy or parve lunch.

November 13 – Dr. David Fishman
Professor of Jewish History, JTS
Topic: “The Book Smugglers: A Story of Spiritual 
Resistance Against The Nazis and Soviets” 

December 11 – TBD

January 8 – Dr. David Kraemer
Joseph J. and Dora Abbell Librarian and Professor 
of Talmud and Rabbinics, JTS

February 5 – Ruth Messinger
JTS Finkelstein Institute Social Justice Fellow

March 12 – Rabbi Matthew Berkowitz
Director of Israel Programs, JTS

Understanding Jewish American 
History (Year 7)  
Instructor: Richard Birdie

11:00 am  |  Dec 4, 11, 18; Jan 8, 15

This popular class 
continues with an 
exploration of Jewish 
Immigration to 
America, covering 
topics including Ellis 
Island, the Immigrant 
Experience, Voices of 
the Jewish Immigrant, 

Work of the Settlement House, and the Bintel Brief. For 
new and returning students.

Ripped from the Headlines    
Instructor: William Gralnick

11:00 am  |  Jan 29; Feb 5, 12, 26; Mar 5, 12

Each week Bill Gralnick will highlight an article from 
either the local or national press that has importance 
to the Jewish people. He will give both historical 
background as well as an analysis of the contemporary 
importance of the issue. It will be the quintessential 
“is it good for the Jews?” class with a few twists 
and surprises.  

Bill Gralnick retired after 33 years as the Southeast Regional 

Director of America’s oldest human relations agency, the 

American Jewish Committee.  

Multi-Session Classes

Monday



Melton Classes:
To register, visit www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton 

Bereshit 2 - The Story of the First 
Jewish Family  
Instructor: Dr. Sandra Lilienthal

7:00 pm  |  Beginning Oct 9 (10 weeks) 

This course follows the development of the first 
Jewish family, from “The Birth of Two Nations” and 

“Stolen Blessings” to 
“Reunion in Egypt” 
and “Blessing the 
Grandchildren.” These 
stories of sibling 
rivalry, wrestling 
with an angel, palace 
seduction, rape, and 
reconciliation provide 

some of the most dramatic and iconic images that 
reverberate across the millennia. 

Core Year One - Purposes & Rhythms  
Instructors: Dr. Leon Weissberg, Rabbi Baruch Plotkin

7:00 pm  |  Beginning Oct 16 (25 weeks)

THE PURPOSES OF JEWISH LIVING – Why do Jews 
believe as they do? What are the big questions of life 
and how do Jewish thinkers answer these questions? 
This course explores both ancient and modern 
responses to many of the major issues of Jewish 
thought and theology.

THE RHYTHMS OF JEWISH LIVING – What’s the point 
of living Jewishly? What ideas, beliefs, and practices 
are involved? This course examines a variety of Jewish 
sources to discover the deeper meanings underlying 
Jewish holidays, lifecycle observances, and practice.

The Star and the Crescent - The Long 
Relationship of Judaism and Islam  
Instructor: Dr. Leon Weissberg

3:30 pm  |  Beginning Dec 4 (10 weeks)
___________________________ 

Instructor: Marion Hirschmann

7:00 pm  |  Beginning Jan 8 (10 weeks) 

This new course explores the historical evolution 
of the relationship 
between Judaism and 
Islam as well as Jews 
and Muslims. The 
course will broaden 
our understanding 
and challenge our 
assumptions in our 
own era (when 

tensions are high) through the use of Judaic and 
Muslim texts as well as other primary source material.

Additional Monday morning Melton classes will be held 

at the Levis JCC Sandler Center. Visit www.events.org/

MeltonBocaRaton for more information. 

Come for the learning. 
Stay for the community.

Adult Learning for 
The Wondering Jew 
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The Present of Presence: Mindfulness 
Meditation
Instructor: Suzanne Stier 

9:30 am  |  Oct 24, 31; Nov 7, 14, 28; Dec 5* 

By coming to this class, you will be giving yourself a 
gift - the gift of learning how to be present in your 

life. The masters of 
mindfulness talk about 
meditation as learning 
to be Awake. In this 
class we will learn/
re-learn the oldest 
and most basic skill 
known to humankind 
- being still. The only 

equipment you need is your breath. All are welcome to 
this class regardless of prior meditation experience. 

Dr. Suzanne Stier is a certified Spiritual Director. She has 

been certified as a Jewish meditation teacher by the Institute 

of Jewish Spirituality. For many years, she taught practical 

rabbinics for the Rabbinical Assembly. 

*Sessions may continue based on student interest.

 

12:15 pm  |  Every Tuesday 

Join Rabbis and special guest educators for an hour 
of learning. All are welcome to this popular weekly 
gathering. Please bring a dairy/parve lunch; coffee and 
tea are provided.  

Special Lunch & Learn Sessions:
November 21   |  Instructor: Ed Franks  
Topic: Algorithms in the Torah
They dominate our 21st century lives, but what are 
algorithms? Are they as modern as we think if they can 
be found in the Torah?  

November 28  |  Instuctor: Ed Sopher
Topic: The Sages and Humility
Moses was known for his great humility, as was the 
redactor of the Mishna, Yehuda HaNasi. We will look at 
not only what the Talmudic Sages say about humility, 
but explore several stories about the Sages in the most 
humbling of circumstances.    

December 5  |  Instuctor: Professor Claudia Dunlea
Topic: The Wannsee Conference - 90 Minutes that 
           Changed World History
On January 20, 1942, in a grand villa on the shore 
of Berlin’s Lake Wannsee, a conference of 15 Nazi 
officers got together to discuss the “Final Solution 
to the Jewish Question.” The meeting produced the 
“Wannsee Protocol” which has mystified us ever since 
it was discovered in 1947. How should we understand 
this methodical business-like discussion of holocaust 
laid down in it? Why was the meeting necessary? This 
lecture seeks to unravel the reasons behind the Wannsee 
Conference and explain how it was that on a snowy day, 
15 well-educated young men met to talk murder.

Dr. Claudia Dunlea is a Senior Instructor of History at Florida 

Atlantic University.  

Tuesday
Lunch & Learn 

at
 



Special Lunch & Learn Sessions (cont.)

December 12  |  Instuctor: Dr. Suzanne Stier
Topic: Musar - A Jewish Approach to Living 
Intentionally
Join an accomplished Musar educator for an overview of 
a Jewish discipline that increases focus on ethical living, 
and on the daily practices that raise our interactions in 
quality and holiness.  

December 19  |  Instructor: Professor Robert Watson 
Topic: Hamilton: Man, Myth, Musical
Alexander Hamilton had Jewish “roots” and there are 

two incredible stories 
about his relationship 
with the Jewish 
community both in the 
island of Nevis (West 
Indies) and in NYC/
Philly. Don’t miss this 
special opportunity 
to hear a popular and 

highly sought-out lecturer! As always there will be time 
for questions on a broad range of topics.

Dr. Robert Watson is a Professor of American Studies at Lynn 

University and a well-known author and media commentator.   

March 20
Instructor: Ed Franks
The world recently marked the 500 year anniversary of 
The Venice Jewish Ghetto and the 400 year anniversary 
of death of Shakespeare. This session will explore the 
oft-asked questions:  Was Shakespeare an antisemite? Is 
the Merchant of Venice an anti Semitic diatribe or a play 
about antisemitism? And, is it time for a reappraisal of 

some of the “traditional” answers to these questions?  

The iEngage Video Lecture Series 
from the Shalom Hartman Institute:

12:15 pm  |  Jan 9, 16, 30; Feb 6, 13, 20, 27; Mar 6  
Topic: Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings: 
The Legacy of the Past and the Challenge of the Future

This innovative course explores the pivotal events 
of 1947 and 1967 - following the 1917 Balfour 
Declaration - as key moments when Zionism unleashed 
new thinking about the meaning of Jewishness for 
generations to come. The course engages Jews in an 
open and pluralistic discussion about issues of Jewish 
identity, peoplehood, ethics, and theology, as they relate 
to nationhood, land, sovereignty, Jerusalem, occupation, 
and moral red lines. Sessions include video lectures and 
discussion with senior Hartman faculty, as well as study 
and discussion of primary sources and background 
reading with Rabbi David Steinhardt.

To get the most out of this learning experience, 

we recommend ordering a copy of the source book. 

To order in advance, please contact Zena Gruda 

at zenag@bnai-torah.org or (561) 392-8566. 

Books are $20.00 each.
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Tuesday

Melton Classes: 
To register, visit www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton

Shemot 1 - From Slavery to Sinai  
Instructor: Rabbi David Steinhardt

10:45 am  |  Beginning Oct 10 (10 weeks)

This course brings us the Egyptian narrative of our 
people from “Pharoah’s Paranoia” and “Moshe’s CV” 
to the dramatic story of our rescue, and survival in the 
wilderness during “Into the Sea” and “Manna from 
Heaven.” Leadership, bravery, faith, and doubt define 
some of the critical moments in these texts and offer us 
a rich backdrop for challenging our own assumptions. 

Core Year Two - Crossroads & Ethics  
Instructors: Rabbi David Steinhardt & Marion 

Hirschmann

9:30 am  |  Beginning Oct 17 (25 weeks) 

CROSSROADS OF JEWISH HISTORY – This course 
merges the concepts of history and memory in order to 
better understand how each has shaped Judaism today. 
With an emphasis on reclaiming the richness of Jewish 
history, the chronological exploration investigates 
significant crossroads where Jews took major decisions 
that shaped our shared identity and destiny.

THE ETHICS OF JEWISH LIVING – How do Jewish 
teachings shed light on contemporary issues such as the 
environment, inter-personal relationships, end-of-life 
decisions, and stem-cell research? This course explores 
the wisdom of ancient and modern rabbis and scholars, 
offering multiple Jewish approaches to conducting our 
lives in the communal and private spheres. 

Shemot 2 - Revelation and Revolution  
Instructor: Rabbi David Steinhardt

10:45 am  |  Beginning Jan 9 (10 weeks) 

This course follows the development of the emerging 
Jewish nation from its awe-inspiring encounter at 

Mount Sinai through 
the building of the 
tabernacle in the 
wilderness. The high 
points of divine 
revelation in “Ten 
Commandments,” 
“Encountering God,” 
and “Face to Face 

with God” are sharply contrasted with the low points 
of the “Golden Calf: Revolt and Reversion.” The test 
addresses some of the specific laws and regulations 
that were to become part of Jewish living as well as the 
meaning, purpose, and relevance to our lives today. 

Additional Tuesday evening Melton classes will be held 

at Congregation Shaarei Kodesh. Visit www.events.org/

MeltonBocaRaton for more information. 

(cont...)

Come for the learning. 
Stay for the community.

Adult Learning for 
The Wondering Jew 



Court Cases that Changed Israel, 
and the World  
Instructor: Rabbi Jack Riemer

11:00 am  |  Dec 6, 13, 20; Jan 3, 10, 17, 24 

Sometimes the deliberations and decisions that 
are made in courtrooms have a profound and 
lasting impact on an individual society or even the 
development of all humanity.  Join the conversation 
as one of our community’s most accomplished rabbis 

delves into 
four cases that 
transformed the 
modern State 
of Israel, and 
four others that 
changed the world.   

Israel’s Supreme Court 

New! Weekday Learner’s Service 
with our Rabbis    
8:30 - 9:00 am  |  Nov 8, 15, 22

If you are not familiar with, or would like to become 
more comfortable participating in daily minyan, these 
30-minute engaging and experiential sessions are for 
you. An introductory overview of the structure, texts, 
and foundational themes of the weekday davening 
will be explored. Additional meetings may be added.

Ghandi’s Jewish Connections  
Instructor: Professor Douglas McGetchin

12:15 pm  |  March 14

Mohandas “Mahatma” (Great Soul) Gandhi was 
an important leader of the Indian independence 

movement and a 
trailblazer for the use 
of nonviolent struggle 
in the twentieth 
century, inspiring 
others like Dr. Martin 
Luther King. Less well 
known are Gandhi’s 
Jewish connections. 

This lecture examines Gandhi, his techniques of 
non-violence, and Gandhi’s interactions with Jews 
over the course of his life, including his speaking out 
against international aggression and the threat of the 
Holocaust.

Dr. Doug McGetchin is an Associate Professor in the History 

Department at Florida Atlantic University.  

Melton Classes: 
To register, visit www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton

Wednesday morning Melton classes will be held at 

Congregation B’nai Israel. Visit www.events.org/

MeltonBocaRaton for more information. 

Wednesday
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Judaism and the Environment  
Instructor: Rabbi Ed Bernstein

10:30 am  |  Dec 7, 14, 21; Jan 4, 11, 18, 25

From the narrative of Creation in the Torah and 
onward, the Jewish tradition has always been concerned 

with protecting and 
preserving the earth, 
and responsibly utilizing 
natural resources. New 
to the Cooperman 
Academy but not 
to our community, 
Rabbi Bernstein is a 
noted authority and 

Huffington Post columnist on the way our texts address 
contemporary challenges.  

New! Weekly Talmud Class   
Instructors: B’nai Torah rabbis and guest teachers

9:15 am  |  Ongoing, beginning Oct 19

Exploring and delving into Tractate Sanhedrin. 
Our primary text will be the Koren Talmud - 
Sanhedrin Part I (English-Hebrew edition), 
available at www.korenpub.com.   

Yiddish Language & Culture  
Instructor: Riva Ginsburg

10:30 am  |  Feb 1, 8, 15, 22; Mar 1, 8

This continuation of last year’s popular “feel good” 
course (new students are welcome!) in Yiddish language 

and culture is spiced with proverbs, folklore, singing, 
insults, and humor, mit a bissel history and literature. 
Learn how to “kvetsch, kvell and kibbutz” whether you 
already know how to or not! No prior knowledge of 
Yiddish is needed, and there is something for every level, 
from Yiddish beginner to fluent speaker.      

Hebrew Reading for Beginners  
Instructor: Yardena Barzilay

7:00 pm  |  Ongoing Oct 19 - Jan 25

Yardena is a gifted and enthusiastic teacher who will 
take students from little 
or no letter recognition 
to competent reading of 
Hebrew in a semester’s 
time. Join candidates 
for conversion and 
congregants alike 
to fulfill your goal 
of finally learning to 

read Hebrew, or to improve on a rudimentary Hebrew 
reading ability.    

Introduction to Judaism  
Instructors: Rabbi David Englander,Rabbi Robert Silvers

8:00 pm  |  Ongoing begining Sept 7

In association with the Palm Beach County Board 
of Rabbis, we are proud to once again offer a 
comprehensive Introduction to Judaism program. 
The class is open to anyone looking to become better 
acquainted with the basic concepts and practices of 
our tradition, including, but certainly not limited to, 
candidates for conversion and their significant others. 
  

Thursday



Melton Classes:  
To register, visit www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton

The Star and the Crescent - The Long 
Relationship of Judaism and Islam  
Instructor: Marion Hirschmann

10:45 am  |  Beginning Oct 19 (10 weeks)

This new course explores the historical evolution of 
the relationship between Judaism and Islam, between 
Jews and Muslims, broadens our understanding and 
challenges our assumptions in our own era when 
tensions are high through the use of Muslim and Jewish 
texts and other primary sources. 

From Sinai to Seinfeld: Jews and 
Their Jokes  
Instructor: Marion Hirschmann

12:45 pm  |  Beginning Oct 19 (10 weeks) 

This Melton Scholars Course will show how the things 
that make the Jewish people laugh represent a distinct 
period, theme, or preoccupation in Jewish history. 
Jewish jokes are deeply revealing sign posts along the 
Jewish journey. This course treats Jewish jokes as Jewish 
text, and invites students to “read” and interpret jokes 
and humor in an attempt to reveal the concerns, styles, 
rhythms, preoccupations, and values of the Jewish 
people buried deep in words that make us laugh as 
Jews, and that continue to bond us as a people.    

BeMidbar - Leadership Defined 
and Defended  
Instructor: Marion Hirschmann

10:45 am  |  Beginning Jan 18 (10 weeks) 

Israel’s fateful journey through the wilderness of Sinai 
presented numerous challenges to the leadership of 
Moses and Aaron; at times the nation challenged their 
competence as leaders, and at times individuals arose 
to challenge their very right to lead. This Melton course 

will survey the dramatic events of the fourth book of 
the Torah, Sefer BeMidbar, through analysis of biblical 

texts, artwork and 
related commentaries, 
old and new. As 
students explore the 
biblical narratives 
describing forty years 
of wandering in the 
wilderness, they will 
be surprised to note 

the timeless nature of those stories. How can the 
lessons learned from the past be applied to solving the 
communal challenges of the present and the future? 
BeMidbar introduces significant literary tools often 
used by scholars in the study of the Bible, and invites 
participants to revisit and rethink commonly held beliefs 
about the perceived heroes and rebels of the biblical 
narrative. This course represents the fifth of seven 
courses that make up the Shiv’im Panim: Seventy Face 
of Wisdom Scholars curriculum series.

Jewish Denominations: Challenges 
of Modernity  
Instructor: Dr. Sandra Lilienthal

12:45 pm  |  Beginning Jan 18 (10 weeks) 

This course examines Jewish identity and religious 
expression against the backdrop of dramatic political 
and social change of the past 300 years. Gain extensive 
insights into the historical and ideological developments 
of the major movements, and explore the impact of 
gender, assimilation, Israel, and post-denominationalism 
on the movements and the Jewish people.    

Additional Thursday Melton classes will be held at 

Congregation B’nai Israel. Visit www.events.org/

MeltonBocaRaton for more information. 
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Shabbat Learner’s Service    
with Rabbi David Englander

9:30 am  |  Dec 2; Jan 20

A one-hour exploration of the “how to’s” of the 
Saturday service, reveiwing the themes, customs and 
honors of Shabbat morning davening. How to have an 
Aliya, lifting and tying the Torah, and other ways to 
feel more engaged with the Siddur will be part of this 
interactive and participatory experience. 
  

Jewish Renewal Shabbat Services    
Instructor: Amy Grossblatt Pessah 

9:30 - 11:00 am  |  Nov 4, 18; Dec 2; Jan 27; Feb 3, 17;
March 3, 17

Join us as we explore and experience an engaging, 
inspiring and interactive Shabbat service during 
which we will strive to connect to ourselves, our 

community, and to 
God. Through the 
use of Jewish prayers, 
chanting, meditation, 
contemplation, music, 
movement and Torah 
study, this service 
will provide some 
sacred time for you to 

experience the richness of our Jewish spiritual tradition. 
Each service will include both individual contemplative 
time mixed with joyful communal time. 

Shabbat appropriate casual attire suggested.

Shabbat Torah Study  
Instructor: Morley Goldberg

Approx. 9:45 am  |  Every Shabbat Nov 18 - Mar 10

Each one-hour session, held in the Nathan Library 
during the reading of the Torah, is an eclectic mix of 

participative study of 
each week’s parashah, 
drawing on the 
works of the ancient 
commentators (Rashi, 
Nachmanides, ibn Ezra, 
Maimonides) and the 
moderns (Leibowitz, 
Sacks, Kass, Zornberg, 

Artson). We will explore the great themes of the 
Torah, and study the meaning of individual letters. No 
prerequisites other than your interest, and the program 
will conclude in time for the sermon in the sanctuary.  

Saturday



Torah Study 
with Rabbi David Steinhardt  
Wednesdays 4:00 pm  |  Fridays 8:15 am  
Ongoing, beginning early Fall until Shavuot

 A close reading and free 
flowing conversation 
of Torah texts and what they 
evoke in our lives. 

These classes have limited 

enrollment – please contact 

Elaine Siegell at  (561) 392-

8566 ext. 309 or ElaineS@bnai-

torah.org to register. 

Learn to Read or Improve 
Your Hebrew Skills    

We are fortunate to have in our community many 
excellent Hebrew teachers for students of all levels. 
A match can be made between a student (or students 
at similar levels) and a qualified instructor. Tuition for 
these private or semi-private lessons will be based on 
the number of students and the length of the class. 
The cost will be subsidized for B’nai Torah members. 
Contact Rabbi Englander if you are interested.     

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Opportunity    

Did you miss out on having a bar or bat mitzvah? 
Join dozens of other adults who have celebrated an 
adult bar or bat mitzvah through guided preparation 

toward participating 
in a Shabbat service. 
A combination of 
private and group 
instruction will be 
tailored to the needs 
of individual students 
toward a meaningful 
and memorable 

milestone. If you are interested, please contact 
Rabbi Englander. (Fees for this program depend on 
the number of participants and what each student 
requires to succeed.)  

Other Learning Opportunities
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2017/18 Scholar-in-Residence Series

Tamar Morad 
Head of Donor Communications at 
Weizmann Institute of Science, she 
co-authored “Iraq’s Last Jews: Stories 
of Daily Life, Upheaval, and Escape 
from Modern Babylon” - a collection 

of first-person accounts by Iraqi Jews about their 
lives in Iraq’s once-vibrant, 2500 year-old Jewish 
community and the persecution that drove them out. 
December 3 | Program at 4:00 pm, followed by 
themed dinner by reservation only.

Eli Beer 
Founder of “United Hatzalah” - 
an independent, non-profit, fully 
volunteer emergency medical services 
organization in Israel that provides 
fast and free emergency medical first 

response throughout Israel - and President of U.S. 
based organization “Friends of United Hatzalah.” 

January 6

David Moss 
Artist-in-Residence  
World-renowned artist whose 
mission is to enrich Jewish life 
through art. He has developed 

powerful means of conveying Jewish ideas, texts 
and values through captivating artistic programming. 
He is best known for his illuminated Haggadah 
and Tree of Life Shtender.

January 22 - 25

Arnold Eisen  
Chancellor of The Jewish 
Theological Seminary. One of 
the world’s foremost experts on 
American Judaism, he works with 
Jewish leadership around the 

country to address the issues of Jewish identity, 
the revitalization of Jewish tradition, and the 
redefinition of the American Jewish community.

February 10

Donniel Hartman 
President of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem and Director 
of the iEngage Project. He founded 
some of the most extensive 
education, training and enrichment 

programs for scholars, educators, rabbis and lay 
leaders in Israel and North America.

March 9 - 10

Benjamin Gampel 
Dina and Eli Field Family Chair 
in Jewish History at The Jewish 
Theological Seminary. Dr. Gampel 
teaches courses in medieval and 
early modern Jewish history, with 

a focus on the medieval Sephardim, and lectures 
widely on the entire range of Jewish history. 
An energetic scholar and teacher, he is dedicated 
to bringing the history of the Jewish people to a 
broad public audience.
March 16 - 17

Specific dates and times to follow. For more information, please contact 
Elaine Siegell at ElaineS@bnai-torah.org or (561) 392-8566 ext. 309.



In order for B’nai Torah Congregation to continue offering an extensive selection 

of free classes to our members, please consider becoming a BENEFACTOR of our 

Lillian, Philip, and Gerry Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning
LEVELS: Platinum ($108); Gold ($72); Silver ($36); Copper ($18)

Registration Form

Please return this form and payment to B’nai Torah Congregation - 6261 SW 18th Street, Boca Raton, Florida 33433

 Name

 Address

 City        State    Zip

 Phone       E-mail

I WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A BENEFACTOR:  Platinum ____   Gold ____   Silver ____   Copper ____   

Are you a B’nai Torah member:  Yes         No                 

For non-members only:

Single-session class: ____  @$10 ea.   Recurring Class: ____  @$50 ea.   Unlimited Classes: ____  @$100

TOTAL $:                           Check #                (Please make checks payable to “B’nai Torah Congregation”)                                                      

Please charge my:   AMEX  MasterCard        VISA

Name on Card:

Card Number:                     
                

Expiration Date (Month/Year):     /               CVV (3 or 4 digits):   

Billing Address (if different from above): 

 Signature (if payment by credit card)

I would like to attend the following classes: 
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