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Dear Friends,
We are thrilled to present the 2018/5778 
concert line-up. It’s a collection of 
very exciting performers; some we’ve 
welcomed before and some new. The 
music reflects the great diversity in our 
music and our people!

We at B’nai Torah are very proud of this 25 year old tradition. 
We thank those who have built this program and those who 
sustain it - from Yehuda Schiffman and Bill Forster to Udi Spielman 
and Art Stark and all those between! But mostly we are grateful 
to YOU, whose support makes it all possible. 

See you at the concerts!

Rabbi David Steinhardt
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 Celebrating 
      Israel’s       th    
     Anniversary

                 our 25th 
          Concert Season!  



Shalom,
Ten years ago, when I first came to B’nai Torah 
as your Cantor, we celebrated 60 years of Israel’s 
independence with a full symphonic orchestra with 
an Israeli conductor, four Israeli singers including Varda 
and me, dozens of young B’nai Torah students together 
with Cathy Berkowitz, and Rabbi Steinhardt. That was 

an unforgettable night and many of you still remind me about it today. 
Time flies and, incredibly, this year we’re celebrating Israel’s 70th “birthday.”

70 years of the existence of the State of Israel is a dream fulfilled for 
the Jewish people, especially if you consider what Israel faces daily. 
To honor and highlight this special occasion, we are hosting 5 concerts by 
Israeli artists who have taken to heart the prophecy of Isaiah that Israel should 
be a “light unto the nations” and created flourishing international careers. 
Each of our featured performers is a superb talent who had his or her start in 
our beloved State. From Chazzanut at our Pesach Extravaganza (come sing 
with us!) to modern Yemen Blues, the extraordinary guitar playing and singing 
of David Broza, love songs by Magda Fishman, and contemporary Jewish hits 
with Gòn Halevi, we cover the spectrum of Jewish music styles and bring it all 
to your stage right here in Boca Raton.

This year we also have a special treat for you. Since it’s traditional to go out 
for dinner and a show for the secular “day of love,” on February 14 we are 
offering the option of joining us for Dinner and a Show. Bring your special 
someone(s) and reserve a spot or a table for these festivities.

We urge you to help us commemorate this very special 70th year, which is 
also the 25th Anniversary of our Concert Series, by purchasing season tickets, 
and getting the word out in the community. You won’t want to miss any 
one of our 5 exciting performances. 

We once again thank everyone who makes this Series possible. The Weiner 
and Rosenberg families, our Patrons, Sponsors and Friends who pledge their 
support every year and allow us to bring each every one of you the best 
performances which keep B’nai Torah at the forefront of the Jewish cultural 
map. We extend these thanks to our amazing volunteers and staff who keep 
things running so beautifully.  

Cantor Ehud (Udi) Spielman  
Artistic Director



January 17th

Israeli sensation Gòn Halevi is 

returning by popular demand to 

B’nai Torah to perform songs by 

the greatest Jewish musicians of all 

times. This time, the young singer/

pianist/songwriter will be accompanied 

by a full band, six string players and 

three extraordinary Divas!

Gòn Halevi
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Ella Joy Meir is an accomplished vocalist, pianist, and 
composer. She earned her Bachelor’s Degree from 
Berklee College of Music in Contemporary Writing and 
Electronic Production, and Vocal Performance. Ella 
has shared the stage with artists such as Nona Hendryx, 
Javier Limon and David Broza. She performs with her 
bands Iris Lune and Banot across the US and Israel.

Tali Rubinstein is a recorder player and composer. 
Professionally trained in classical performance in Israel, 
Tali dove into the jazz world with flautist Ilan Salem. On 
the 2015 Latin Grammy Award winning album, “Entre 
20 Aguas,” Tali contributed her composition, playing 
and singing. She has been the recipient of numerous 
awards and prizes.

Mizuho Takeshita is a Japanese soprano and one 
of the most exciting young opera singers today. With 
extensive experience in classical music, she made 
a sensational pop debut in concert with Gòn at 
Joe’s Pub. Her angelic voice and profoundly moving 
interpretations of songs captivates audiences and 
touches their souls. Mizuho sings in Japanese, Hebrew 
and English.

Yoni Marianer (Bass) was born in Los Alamos, New 
Mexico and raised in Israel. He studied at Berklee 
College of Music, where he completed his bachelor’s 
degree in Jazz performance. Currently Yoni lives in New 
York City where he worked with great musicians such 
as David Hazeltine, Joe Strasser, Steve Williams, Joel 
Frahm, Yuval Cohen and Joel Press among others.

Stahv Danker (Drums) was born in Los Angeles and 
raised in Israel. He was accepted with a scholarship to 
the Jazz Department of the New School in New York, 
during which he continued to accompany singers, 
dance shows, and create his own work.



January 28th

Etty is a touring one-woman play based 

on the diaries and letters of Etty Hillesum. 

This adaptation brings us to 1941 when 

Esther “Etty” Hillesum, a young Dutch 

Jewish woman living in Amsterdam, follows 

the recommendation of her therapist 

to begin a diary to help her with her 

depression. Hoping to become a writer, 

the diaries take on their own literary life. 
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Adapted and performed by Susan Stein 
Directed by Austin Pendleton



Austin Pendelton’s career spans five decades 
and encompasses work on stage, in television, 
and in film, both behind the scenes and in 
front of the lights. His recent film roles include 
A Beautiful Mind and Finding Nemo, as well 
as the classics Catch–22, What’s Up Doc, The 
Muppet Movie, and some seventy others. His 
stage roles include hundreds of shows on and 

off–Broadway and regionally. As a critically acclaimed director, he 
was nominated for a Tony Award for directing Elizabeth Taylor in The 
Little Foxes. In recent years, he has turned his hand to playwrighting 
with great success.

Susan Stein studied acting at NYU Graduate 
School of Arts & Science and Purchase College, 
SUNY. She served for thirteen years on the 
faculty of Princeton Day School in Princeton, 
NJ teaching Dramatic Literature, playwriting 
and the history and literature of the Holocaust. 
Susan picked up Etty’s diaries in 1994 for fifty 
cents at a yard sale. After reading them, she 

was inspired to bring Etty’s words to life. She began distilling the 
diaries and letters in 2006, meeting weekly with Austin Pendleton to 
bring her adaptation to the stage. Etty has been performed in black 
box theatres, studios, libraries, schools and major theatres around the 
country and internationally.

Esther “Etty” Hillesum and her original writings. 



January 31st

David Broza
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We celebrate Israel’s 70th Birthday 
with the dynamic and vibrant writer, 
composer, prodigious guitarist and 
Israeli superstar who defines the Israeli 
songbook and is sharing the message 
of peace through his charismatic and 
energetic worldwide performances. 
Most of the songs he performs are 
of his own composition, songs every 
Israeli and many of you know and love.

and His Band
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Yonatan Levi is an Israeli musician 
born to parents of German and 
Moroccan origin. His musical career 
began at age eighteen, when he was 
chosen to play bass with Israel’s leading 
singer-song writer Yudit Ravitz. He 
became a sought-after session musician 
who recorded over a  hundred records 
and toured with Israel’s top artists both 
in Israel and worldwide. In 2001 
Jonathan joined Izabo band, signed 
by both Sony and 100% Records. 

Yuval Lion has toured and recorded 
with some of the world’s most 
distinguished rock, pop, R&B and jazz 
artists, including Danny Sanderson, 
Alon Olearchik, and Bat Sheva Dance 
Company. He has appeared on 
numerous prime time television shows 
backing up Israel’s top artists and bands. 
After receiving a scholarship from the 
Berklee College of Music, he relocated 
to Boston in 1997. He is currently based 
in New York City where he is in high 
demand as a session drummer. 

Uri Kleinman a bassist and musician, 
grew in in Rehovot, Israel. He currently 
lives in New York and has performed 
with various bands such as Yula & 
The Extended Family (YXFM), an ever-
morphing poetic tribe based at The Hive 
NYC in Brooklyn, and Kabako, where 
he contributed his talents in bass, guitar, 
Kenkeni (drums) and vocals.  



February 14th

Magda Fishman 
& Randy Herman
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Enjoy a memorable and meaningful 

evening of music and songs celebrating 

love as talented cantors/singers perform 

romantic and uplifting melodies with 

their magnificent band. Come sing 

along as you experience the magic of 

this moving, love-filled concert. 



Cantor Magda Fishman, a soulful trumpet player 
who started her musical training at 10, is dramatic 
and bold, but she also has a soulful punch which 
she masterfully directs in her performances. A 
singer, trumpet and piano player, she enchants 
her audiences with her unique voice and musical 
diversity. An evening of love songs is the latest in 
this Diva’s repertoire, which includes everything 

from Broadway to Yiddish Theater to her current position as Cantor of 
Temple Beth Am in Los Angeles.  

Cantor Randy Herman & his Band
Descended from performing vaudevillian 
grandparents on one side and Eastern European 
orthodox Jews on the other, Randy Herman was 
destined to integrate the worlds of music and 
Judaism. Randy is the co-founder of a critically 
acclaimed experimental theater troupe, and 
has performed in the Great Synagogue choir 

in Jerusalem. He studied at the Conservative Yeshiva and the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in NY. For the last 8 years, Cantor Herman has 
served full time at Bet Torah in Mt. Kisco, NY.

Dinner & Show Special 

A treat for you and your sweetheart! 

Extend your celebration by sharing a 

special, elegant, white-glove, sit-down 

dinner at B’nai Torah before enjoying 

an enchanted evening of love songs.

See order form for more details.   
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Cantors Colin Schachat, Gideon Zelermyer, Azi Schwartz, 

Ehud (Udi) Spielman along with Varda Spielman

and the B’nai Torah Congregational Choir

Pesach 
Extravaganza



Pesach Music is the most beautiful Jewish music of all the holidays. 
Our four exceptional cantors, Varda and the choir will perform with 
a symphony orchestra for an unprecedented joyous rendition 
of your favorite Pesach songs. We’ll go far beyond Had Gadya and 
Ma Nishtana, and invite you to sing along to the melodies we all know 
and love so much, interpreted through spectacular instrumental 
and vocal arrangements. Part of this concert will be a preview 
of our unique new musical tradition, the Seder for the second night 
of Passover at B’nai Torah as you’ve never experienced before.  

Orchestra conducted by:

Noreen Green
Artistic Director and Conductor 

of the Los Angeles Jewish Symphony

Produced by:

Raymond Goldstein
Musical Director, 

Arranger and Pianist

B’nai Torah Congregational Choir



March 7th
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Founded by singer Ravid Kahalani, 

The Yemen Blues is an astonishing 

musical concept that resides at the 

crossroads of traditional Yemenite 

melodies and the world of funk, 

blues, and jazz. Joined by an exciting 

combination of musicians and singers, 

Ravid will delight you with his uplifting 

and contemporary groove.



In 2010, singer & composer Ravid Kahalani founded the rare 
combination of top musicians we now call Yemen Blues. From the start, 
the band created an original sound that became a new language 
in contemporary music. Ravid grew up in a traditional Yemenite family, 
learned the language and the traditional chants of his people, and then 
extended his influences to West African soul, from the Sahara desert thru 
classical opera to Afro-American blues.

The intense musicians hail from NYC, Uruguay & Tel Aviv. This includes 
the core members: Rony Iwryn, Itamar Doari, Omer Avital, Itamar 
Borochov and Shanir Blumenkranz. Each member comes from a different 
background and brings their own sound and arrangements to Ravid’s 
compositions. The result of this amazing group is a powerful energy that 
mixes Yemenite, West African & Jazz influences. The mambo and North 
African rhythms create a joyful and deep foundation, while the vocals 
remind the listener of ancient Arabic chants mixed with funk & blues.



Benefactors:
Eleanor and Paul Weiner (z’l)*

Barbara and Jeffrey Rosenberg*
Carla and Bruce Weiner

v

We Thank Our Generous Sponsors:

Platinum Sponsors:
Meryl and Ron Gallatin*

v
Gold Sponsors:

Phyllis and Leonard Attman
Toby and Carl (z’l) Sloane

Eda and Cliff Viner*

v
Silver Sponsors:

Mona and Jerry (z’l) Fleisig
Dorothy Wizer

Gutterman Warheit Funeral Home
Joan and Myron Kaufman
Donna and Gerry Kramer*

Millicent Nathan*
Marilyn and Jack Pechter*

Amy and Fred Weiss*

v

Bronze Sponsors:
Sandra and Malcolm Berman

Robyn and Joseph Bier
Barbara and Dr. Jeffrey Feingold*

Lester Hersch
Anne and Norman Jacobson*

Debra and Jerry Kramer *
Kronish Funeral Services

Rose Caterers
Sally Sokoloff*

Ruth Taubman*
Selma and Daniel Weiss*

v
Patrons of the 
Concert Series:

Law Offices of Scott A. Frank, PA.
Melanie Jacobson Katzell & 

Dr. Jeffrey Katzell
Miriam and Lee Greenspon

Rabbi David and Dr. Tobi Steinhardt

v

*Ner Tamid Member



Rosalyn Abrams
Sippy and Morris Artzi

Paula and Michael Berezin
Anita (z’l) and Sam Berman
Rhoda and Henri Bertuch
Sandra and Richard Birdie

Shirley Brooks
Holly and Jerold Budney

Phyllis Butters
Cherie and Richard Chosid

Alisa and Dr. Richard Cohen
Rabbi David Englander
Elaine and William Fine

Susan and Marvin Finkelstein
Phyllis and Ab Flatt

Shula Fleischer & Robert Schattner*
Heni and Henri Galel

Bea and Leo (z’l) Gold
Carole & Michael Gleiberman

Judy and Morris Gurevitch
Charlotte and Arnold Haskel

Beatriz and Harold Jacobsohn
Naomi Jacobson*

Felice and Dr. Neil Kantor
Margo and David Kardish

Sue Kirshner*
Doris Brooks Kuperstock*

Paul Lavitt
E. J. and Elizabeth Leizerman

Friends of the Concert Series:

April and Roger Leavy*
Carol and Morris Lewitter

Dalia Liebersohn
Marsha and Howard Liebman

Beth and Joseph Mishkin
Maruka and Bernard (z’l) Mirochnick*

Tamara and Richard Morgenstern
Faye & Melvin Owens

Miriam Preminger*
Murray Rehner

Esther and Sol Resnik
Lynda and Harry Rich

Sylvia and Robert Robbins
Linda and Maxwell Rosenbaum

Sylvia and Marvin Rosett
Marcia Ruderman

Sonia Saxanoff
Judith Kay and Norman Schlanger

Marilyn and Monroe Schulder
Phyllis (z’l) and Clifford Seresky

Eunice (z’l) and Jay Shapiro
Susan and Harvey Smith

Shirley and Allan Solomon
Dale and Richard Sonenklare

Andrea and Arthur Stark
Shari Upbin

Myriam Weinstein
Joan and Barry Winograd

v



With Appreciation to Our Dear Friends:

David M. Steinhardt, D.D., Senior Rabbi
David Englander, Rabbi
Ehud (Udi) Spielman, Senior Cantor & Artistic Director
Boaz Davidoff, Cantor
Rabbi Rikki Arad, Executive Director
Steve Ginsburg, President
Eric N. Klein, Executive Vice President
Arthur Stark, Concert Committee Chairman
Elysa Stark, Concert Coordinator
Concert Committee: Michael Berezin, Richard Birdie, 
   Marge Browner-Marks, Carmen Cunha, Stan Kutlin
Claudia Sternberg, Graphic Designer
Francisco Valdes, Director of Maintenance 
The B’nai Torah Maintenance Staff
Paul The Soundman, Sound & Lights
Austin Pendelton, Theater Director

B’nai Torah Choir: 
Cantor Mitchell Martin, Choir Conductor
Soprano: Eva Demsky, Danielle Gellen, Sandra Gottfried, 
   Myrna Gross, AviGail Whiting
Alto: Sheila Biel, Nina Cohen, Pamela Feldman, Andrea Gralnick, 
   Donna Grossman, Robyn Lamp, Leah Levin, Naomi Lippa
Tenor: Edgar Miguel Abréu, Daniel Caplin, Erick Crow, Herb Goldstein, 
   Joe Popper, Lois Radding, Arlene Stolzenberg
Bass: Matthew Bischoff, David Dweck, Jason Goldstein, Joe Levitan, 
   Darren Littman, Mack Rosenbaum, Mark Samarel, Allan Zwang

Corporate Sponsors:



A Renewed Musical Tradition

תפילת סליחות  
 selichot

Saturday Night 
September 1, 2018 | 9:00 p.m.

The beautiful Selichot prayers usher in the themes and melodies of 
the approaching High Holy Days. Bring your family and friends to this 

unforgettable and deeply meaningful spiritual experience. 

Join B’nai Torah’s Rabbis, Cantors, Congregational Choir, 
and a 20-piece orchestra, conducted by Maestro Yaron Bahar. 

FREE and open to the community.
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