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Shalom Friends,

 
We welcome you to our 5777 catalog of adult learning opportunities! The evolution of this cornerstone 
program of B’nai Torah Congregation has been toward ever higher quality and broader diversity of 
lectures, classes, and experiences, most of which are free for members of B’nai Torah.

The Cooperman Academy exists because of the generosity 
of its benefactors, Amy and Fred Weiss and their family. 
Years ago they chose to memorialize Amy’s parents 
Lillian and Philip Cooperman in a most appropriate and 
meaningful way, by opening the door to Jewish education 
for all adults who seek it.  

Due to sad and unfortunate circumstances, the 
Cooperman Academy will now include the name of 
another beloved member of the Cooperman and Weiss 
families. Our community was deeply saddened to mourn 

the loss this year of Gerry Cooperman, brother of Amy Weiss and Avram Cooperman and son of Lillian 
and Philip Cooperman of blessed memory. Gerry was an active and appreciated member of B’nai Torah, 
where his many friends continue to remember and to miss him.  

In a lasting memorial to Gerry, Amy and Fred Weiss have renamed our adult education program as the 
Lillian, Philip, and Gerry Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning. This dedication will provide 
our congregation with additional opportunities to engage our synagogue community with a broad 
array of offerings that are sure to instruct, inspire, and invigorate adult learners of all ages. We wish the 
Cooperman and Weiss families continued comfort following the untimely passing of their beloved Gerry.

Please take advantage of all the offerings of the Cooperman Academy.  In so doing you will honor 
Gerry’s memory, and further engage in the practice that has as much as anything kept our people intact 
through millennia – studying the texts and ideas of our tradition together in community.  

B’shalom,

Rabbi David Steinhardt          Rabbi David Englander
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Ambassador Dennis Ross* 

November 2, 2016 - 7:30 pm (VIP Reception 6:00 pm)

Steve Simon 
November 9, 2016 - 7:30 pm

Milton Viorst
November 16, 2016 - 7:30 pm

Brenda Janowitz
February 6, 2017 - 7:30 pm

Kate Siegel & Kim Friedman* 

March 30, 2017 - 2:00 pm

* Co-sponsored with the Adolph & Rose Levis 
   Jewish Community Center.

For Author Forum pricing and to purchase tickets, please contact the Synagogue at (561) 392-8566
or email Lauren Berger at lauren.berger@bnai-torah.org. Visit www.btcboca.org for more information.

B’nai Torah CongregaTion 

Author Forum Series
2016 - 2017



Special Presentations

Dr. Robert Watson
Tuesday, December 6 - 12:15 pm

The Nazi Titanic: The incredible untold 
story of a doomed ship in World War II.  
Professor Watson has unearthed 
forgotten records, conducted many 
interviews, and used over 100 sources, 
including diaries and oral histories, to 
expose this story. As a result, The Nazi 
Titanic is a riveting and astonishing 
account of an enigmatic ship that 
played a devastating role in World War 

II and the Holocaust. A limited number of sponsorships 
of $118 include reserved seating for two and a signed 
book. If you would like to become a sponsor, please 
contact Zena Gruda at (561) 392-8566.  

A Relentless Pursuit: Bringing 
Holocaust Perpetrators to Justice  
Tuesday, December 13 - 7:00 pm

Is it ever too late to pay for a crime? While some Nazi 
officials and collaborators were brought to trial in the 
mid to late 1940’s, they represented a small fraction of 

those responsible for the 
Holocaust. As the years 
passed, the global legal 
community largely lost 
interest in pursuing the 

remaining perpetrators. A few remarkable individuals, 
however, wanted to ensure the crimes of the Holocaust 
would not go unpunished. Their work - which continues 
across the world - has set important precedents for how 
we punish the crime of genocide today. 

Speakers: Andrew Nagorski (Journalist, author of “The 
Nazi Hunters) and Dr. Lawrence R. Douglas (Chair 
of Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought, Amherst 

College, author of “The Right Wrong Man: John 
Demjanjuk and the Last Great Nazi War Crimes Trial”)

Moderator: Dr. Elizabeth White (Historian, United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum)  

Free and open to the public, but for security reasons RSVP’s 

are mandatory. To register, please contact the Southeast 

Regional Office of the United States Holocaust Memorial 

Museum at (561) 995-6773 or southeast@ushmm.org, or 

register online at ushmm.org/events/pursuit-boca-raton

Aaron Kula and the Klezmer Company 
Jazz Orchestra (KCJO)
Monday, January 23 - 7:00 pm

Join us for this one-of-a-kind concert/presentation, 
which will include live music, expert explanations and 
commentary, and maybe even a little dancing! KCJO 
musicians will fill the evening with celebratory sounds of 
Jewish melodies that were performed during the early 
to the middle of the 20th century. KCJO will perform 
Yiddish songs and Klezmer melodies including famous 
Freilachs, Bulgars, and Doinas. Many of the tunes will be 
played in the style reminiscent of music heard on WEVD 
radio broadcasts and in the Yiddish Theaters on the 
lower east side from 1920 - 1950. 

Maestro Aaron Kula is the Director of 

Music Performance & Education at Florida 

Atlantic University Libraries, as well as 

music director, accordionist, educator and 

composer. Kula founded KCJO in 1997.
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Special Presentations (cont.)

Elie Wiesel: A Retrospective  
Keynote Address and Program: Thursday, 

  December 8 - 7:00 pm 

Instructor: Professor Alan L. Berger 

Professor Alan L. Berger, Raddock 
Family Eminent Scholar Chair for 
Holocaust Studies at Florida Atlantic 
University, is a noted scholar of the 
work of Elie Wiesel and spent many 
hours with him both one-on-one 
and in group settings. Audio-visual 

excerpts of recordings of Professor Wiesel and other 
tributes to his impact on the Jewish and wider world 
will be offered.  

Elie Wiesel Re-broadcasts from the 
92nd Steet Y   

Join a re-broadcast of programs recorded on the 
stage of the 92nd Street Y in New York City, where 
Elie Wiesel appeared more than 180 times.  

December 22 - 7:00 pm  
Learn from Elie Wiesel, founder of the Elie Wiesel 
Foundation for Humanity and Nobel laureate, as 
he speaks with Marvin Kalb, Senior Advisor to the 
Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting, Senior Fellow 
at Brookings and Murrow Professor Emeritus at 
Harvard. (Recorded May 22, 2014.)

January 10 - 7:00 pm 
Psychiatrist, psychoanalyst, columnist, best-selling 
author and television commentator, Dr. Gail Saltz 
talks with an assortment of special guests including 
Professor Elie Wiesel to explore what it means to be 
human, with a focus on healing, feeling, fortitude 
and fitness. (Recorded November 4, 2012.)



Other Learning Opportunities

2016 Global Day of Jewish Learning:
Under the Same Sky: “The earth is 
full of Your creations”
Sunday, November 20
 
“The earth is full of Your creations” (Psalm 104:24) is 
one of many references in Jewish texts to the beauty 
and vastness of our world and nature. We’ll explore 
nurturing and nourishment, ecology and the 
environment, cycles and seasons.

Details about our participation in the Global Day are 
forthcoming pending the release 

  of the schedule of broadcasts 
   with world-famous teachers.  

   For more information, please 
   visit www.theglobalday.org

Reading Torah with Rabbi Englander
Are you interested in learning how to read Torah? 
Please contact Rabbi Englander.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Opportunity

Did you miss out on having a bar or bat mitzvah? Join 
dozens of other adults who have celebrated an adult 
bar or bat mitzvah through guided preparation toward 
participating in a Shabbat service. A combination of 
private and group instruction will be tailored to the 
needs of individual students toward a meaningful and 
memorable milestone. If you are interested, please 
contact Rabbi Englander. (Fees for this program depend 
on the number of participants and what each student 
requires to succeed.)  

The Ma’aleh Film School: Exploring 
Contemporary Israeli Society
Instructors: Rabbi David Steinhardt and 

Dr. Tobi Richman Steinhardt

In the heart of Jerusalem, a few blocks from Mea 
Sharim, is the Ma’aleh Film School, a 4-year program 
for new filmmakers. In beautifully crafted and painfully 
honest short new films, young adult Orthodox 
Israelis open their hearts. As they explore their family 
relationships, their aspirations, and try to navigate the 
modern world, we are invited to take the journey with 
them. Love, divorce, sex - it’s all there. And what we 
often find is that their messages are at once familiar and 
foreign, particular and universal.

Come watch and discuss together with Rabbi David 
Steinhardt and Dr. Tobi Steinhardt.

Films and dates to be determined. Look for updates and 

additional information on our website and upcoming fliers. 



8

Are you looking for a profound understanding of what it means 
to be Jewish? The Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Learning is the largest pluralistic adult Jewish education network 
in the world. With 50 locations in North America, Great Britain, 
Australia, South Africa, New Zealand and Hong Kong, the Melton 
School sets the standard for high-quality, text-based, interactive 

Jewish study by offering world-class curriculum that informs and inspires adult learners from all knowledge levels 
and backgrounds. Join us to explore the texts of our tradition and discover how they relate to us today.

While it is recommended that students new to Melton begin with the “Year 1 Core” class, all adult Jewish 
learners can benefit from any Melton class. If the class you want to sign up for is full, or if a class schedule does 
not fit with yours, please e-mail Penina Bredoff, Melton Site Director, at melton@bnai-torah.org or call (561) 
392-8566 ext. 335 and let her know, so you can be among the first to know of new class offerings when they 
are made available.  

Two-hour “Year 1 Core” classes ($500 plus materials) and several Graduate classes ($250 plus materials) are 
offered throughout the year. Need-based scholarships are available.

For the latest Melton offerings, please visit www.events.org/MeltonBocaRaton 
or contact Penina Bredoff at melton@bnai-torah.org.

Come for the learning. 
Stay for the community.

Adult Learning for 
The Wondering Jew 

Mondays: 

Beginning Oct. 31, 2016  

. Jewish Denominations - Addressing the Challenges of Modernity (10 wk.) Shayndel Plotkin, 10:30 a.m.

. Jews in America - Insiders & Outsiders  (10 weeks) with Dr. Sandra Lilienthal, 7:00 p.m.

Beginning Dec. 5, 2016  

. The Holocaust as reflected in Diaries and Memoirs (10 weeks) with Dr. Leon Weissberg, 3:30 p.m.

Beginning Feb. 6, 2017  

. Jews in America - Insiders & Outsiders (10 weeks) with Shayndel Plotkin, 10:30 a.m.

. Bereshit 1 - From Adam to Abraham (10 weeks) with Dr. Sandra Lilienthal, 7:00 p.m.

2016-2017 Melton Class Schedule



Tuesdays: 

Beginning Sept. 13, 2016  

. Core Year One - Rhythms & Purposes (25 weeks) Rabbi David Steinhardt & Marion Hirschmann, 9:30 a.m.                     

Beginning Nov. 1, 2016 

. Bereshit 1 - From Adam to Abraham (10 weeks) with Rabbi David Steinhardt, 10:45 a.m.

Beginning Jan. 31, 2017  

. Bereshit 2 - The Story of the First Jewish Family (10 weeks) with Rabbi David Steinhardt, 10:45 a.m.

Thursdays:  

Beginning Sept. 15, 2016 

. Core Year 2 - Ethics & Crossroads (25 weeks) Marion Hirschmann & Dr. Sandra Lilienthal, 9:30 a.m.

Beginning Nov. 3, 2016  

. Shemot 1 - From Slavery to Sinai  (10 weeks) with Marion Hirschmann, 10:45 a.m.

. Foundations of Jewish Family Living for young parents * (10 weeks) with Rabbi Marci Bloch, 9:45 a.m.

. Jews in America - Insiders & Outsiders * (10 weeks) with Dr. Sandra Lilienthal, 1:00 p.m.

Beginning Jan. 19, 2017 

. Jewish Denominations - Addressing the Challenges of Modernity * (10 weeks) 

       with Rabbi Robert Silvers, 7:00 p.m. 

Beginning Feb. 2, 2017 

. Shemot 2 - Revelation and Revolution  (10 weeks) with Marion Hirschmann, 10:45 a.m.   

. Shemot 1 - From Slavery to Sinai * (10 weeks) with Dr. Sandra Lilienthal, 1:00 p.m.    

. Israeli Literature - As a Window to Israeli Society  (10 weeks) with Marion Hirschmann, 12:45 p.m. 

* at Congregation B’nai Israel

 

You  
didn’t stop 

learning 
anything else 
at age 13, so 

why this? 

You  
didn’t stop 

learning 
anything else 
at age 13, so 

why this? 

Generously supported by a grant from the Nathan Cummings Foundation, 

with the encouragement of Beatrice Cummings Mayer.
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Class Registration
All Cooperman Academy classes (except 

where otherwise noted) are free for members 

of B’nai Torah Congregation. Non-members 

are also welcome at a fee of $10 per single-

session class, $50 for one recurring class, 

and $100 for unlimited classes.  

 

Advance registration helps our teachers to 

plan and appropriate rooms to be assigned for 

classes. Please fill out Registration Form found 

on page 19 and return to the Synagogue. 

Registration for multi-session classes will 

also take place at the first session of each

recurring class, and at each single-session

class. A minimum number of participants

is required for all recurring classes.

Questions? 
Please contact Zena Gruda

Phone: (561) 392-8566 ext. 306

Email: zenag@bnai-torah.org

Or visit us at www.btcboca.org
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A History of Israel    
Instructor: Professor Miriam Sanua Dalin

11:00 am  |  Dec. 5, 12, 19, Jan 9, 16, 23, 30

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the 
contemporary State of Israel in a way that emphasizes 
the many facets of a dynamic society undergoing radical 
change and development. Students will become familiar 
with the history of the country including the birth of 
the Zionist movement, the ideologies of the Founders, 
the legacy of World War II and the Holocaust, the 
backgrounds of the many political parties, Israeli relations 
with the US and the US Jewish community, geography, 
modern Israeli culture, and the role that Israel’s “high 
tech” industries play in Israel and around the world 
today. At the end of this course students will have a 
greater awareness and deeper knowledge of the various 

aspects of modern Israel than can be 
gained from watching only the daily 
American news broadcasts.

Miriam Sanua Dalin is Professor of 

History at Florida Atlantic University, 

specializing in Zionism, American Jewish 

History, and Sephardic Studies. 

Abraham Lincoln and the 
Jewish Community 
Instructor: Richard Birdie

1:00 pm | Dec 12, Jan 23, Feb 13, Mar 6

Abraham Lincoln was referred to by some as Rabbi 
Abraham, and there is a surprising amount of 
documentation that records his feelings toward and 

connection to the small American Jewish community 
during his life and presidency. Topics covered will include: 
The Jewish Reaction to the Assassination, Jewish Tributes 
to Lincoln, Lincoln and Jewish Reminiscence and more. 
Join a popular teacher for this class which meets just 
before our Hazak programs for which everyone is 
welcome to stay.  

The Wanderings of the American Jew    
Instructor: William Gralnick

11:00 am  |  Feb 6, 13, 27, Mar 6, 13

Between 1880 and 1920, two and a half million Jews 
came through the Port of New York. Some stayed put 
and created what became the heart of modern American 
and then post-Holocaust Jewry. But many did not. 
Starting with the European exodus, this course will take 
you along on this Jewish Journey to Florida’s Boca Raton. 
We will discuss our own families’ wanderings and discuss 
the growing exodus from Palm Beach County.  

Bill Gralnick retired after 33 years as the Southeast Regional 

Director of America’s oldest human relations agency, the 

American Jewish Committee.  

Finding Personal Meaning in the Siddur
Instructor: Yardena Barzilay

10:00 am  |  November 7, 14, 21, 28, Dec 5, 12

Always enthusiastic and energized, Yardena will lead an 
in-depth tour of the siddur, focusing on the structure of 
the services, inspirational concepts, Hebrew that unlocks 
the messages of the prayers… and more, including 
conversation about the prayer experience and answers 
to all of your questions.

Multi-Session Classes

Monday



12

Tuesday

Lunch & Learn 
Every Tuesday, 12:15 pm - 1:15 pm 

Join Rabbis, Cantors, and special guest educators for an 
hour of learning. All are welcome to this popular weekly 
class. Please bring a dairy/parve lunch. 

Special Lunch & Learn Sessions
November 15: Ed Sopher presents “Would the Rabbis 
of the Talmud Join B’nai Torah?” Join a discussion of 
Talmudic texts that may be the groundwork for an 
egalitarian approach to Jewish practice and more.
Ed Sopher, B’nai Torah member, has been studying 
a page of Talmud a day (daf Yomi) for years. 

December 13: Rabbi Ed Bernstein speaks on his book 
“Love Finer than Wine: The Writings of Matthew 
Eisenfeld and Sara Duker.” JTS Rabbinical student 
Matthew Eisenfeld and Sara Duker were killed in a 
terrorist bus bombing on February 25, 1996. Their 
classmate has painstakingly and lovingly collected their 
writings, creating a lasting legacy of two extraordinary 
people taken from our world way too soon.

December 20: Bill Gralnick presents “Diversity 
Training for Law Enforcement in Florida.” You hear it 
all the time - diversity and training for it - as almost a 
panacea for police-community tensions. In one hour, 
Bill Gralnick, one of the first law enforcement trainers 
in south Florida, will tell you the “who, why, what, and 
where” of how Florida’s law enforcement officers deal 
with this subject.  

January 24: Eunice Shapiro Short stories and poems by 
Roslyn Bresnick-Perry, storyteller and author of “I Loved 
My Mother On Saturdays” and “Other Tales From the 
Shtetl and Beyond.” 

JTS Lunchtime Learning   
Nov 8, Jan 10, Feb 7, Mar 7, Apr 4 

In a world of competing values, it is not always easy to 
determine the right path. What do the teachings of our 
tradition suggest about how to live as individuals and as 
members of Jewish and global communities? Together 
we will explore a range of Jewish sources and deepen 
our understanding of how Jewish ethics can inform our 
decisions about the critical questions of the day. 

November 8: Professor Shuly Rubin Schwartz
December 13: Rabbi Ed Bernstein
January 10: Professor Jonathan Milgram

We thank JTS and the Florida Regional Office for bringing 

these scholars and teachers to our community for these 

important lunchtime learning opportunities.  

The iEngage Video Lecture Series 
from the Shalom Hartman Institute 
in Jerusalem*

Jan 17, 31; Feb 14, 21, 28, Mar 14, 21
 

Jewish Values and the Israeli-
Palestinian Conflict Through 
video lectures from Hartman 
Institute scholars and text study 
from a sourcebook, these sessions 
will explore one of the most 
divisive issues affecting the Jewish 
people today.

Through the study of Jewish narratives about Israel and 
the unpacking of the complex meanings of peace in 
Jewish tradition, participants are invited to explore the 
ideas and values that animate different attitudes toward 
the conflict and how these values shape their own 
political understandings. Though a common political 
platform may not be attainable, this course strives to 
achieve a shared respect for our differences.

To get the most out of this learning experience, we 

recommend ordering a copy of the source book. To order in 

advance, please contact Zena Gruda at zenag@bnai-torah.org 

or (561) 392-8566. Books are $20.00 each.

* We thank the Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach 

County for their financial support for this learning opportunity. 

Lunch & Learn 
at

 



The Present of Presence: 
Mindfulness Meditation 
Instructor: Dr. Suzanne Stier

9:30 am  |  January 10, 17, 31; Feb 7, 14

By coming to this class, you will be giving yourself a 
gift - the gift of learning how to be present in your 
life. The masters of mindfulness talk about meditation 
as learning to be Awake. In this class we will learn/
re-learn the oldest and most basic skill known to 
humankind - being still. The only equipment you need 
is your breath. All are welcome to this class regardless 
of prior meditation experience. 

Dr.Suzanne Stier is a certified Spiritual Director. She has 

been certified as a Jewish meditation teacher by the 

Institute of Jewish Spirituality. For many years, she taught 

practical rabbinics for the Rabbinic Assembly.   

Hebrew Reading for Beginners I
Instructor: Heni Galel

1:20 - 2:10 pm  |  Nov 1 - Feb 28 * 

A course for those who have no prior experience in 
reading Hebrew. Using the prayer book as a guide, 
this course will start with letter and vowel recognition.   

Hebrew Reading for Beginners II 
Instructor: Heni Galel

2:20 - 3:10 pm  |  Nov 1 - Feb 28 * 

A beginning course 
for those who have 
some experience in 
reading Hebrew. This 
course will improve 
your Hebrew reading 
and comprehension, 

as you learn the main themes of prayer for Shabbat 
evening and morning services. 

Tuesday (cont.) Ulpan Hebrew II  
Instructor: Heni Galel

3:20 - 4:15 pm  |  Nov 1 - Feb 28 * 

Give yourself the gift of one hour a week to 
improve your conversation in Hebrew! Taught 
in the Ulpan method by a master educator. Basic 
Hebrew reading ability is required. There will be 
an additional charge for this class.

* No class Dec 27 & Jan 3

Biblical Heroines: Ancient Role 
Models for the Modern Woman 
Instuctor: Helene Yentis

11:00 am  |  Nov 29, Dec 6,13, 20  

They say a picture is worth a thousand words. 
Through a series of interactive power-point 

presentations, this class 
will explore how Biblical 
Women are portrayed. 
Although the Biblical 
text became fixed, 
the images of women 
reflect the ebb and flow 
in society’s attitudes 
towards women and 
their various roles - 

warriors, victims, royalty, mothers, daughters and 
wives. This series of Visual Midrash will help the 
audience understand how these ancient heroines 
embody Jewish values, share our stories, and 
become role models.

Helene Yentis has over 30 years of experience as an 

art historian and expert on Jewish Art of all periods. 

Her diverse background includes: presentations on art 

history; curating exhibitions in museums, galleries and 

rare book libraries; leading tours of private collections 

and historical sites; developing collegiate level college 

curriculum; and more. She has an MA in Art History 

and Judaic Studies from the University of Chicago.
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Wednesday
The Secret 
Instuctor: Cantor Boaz Davidoff

11:00 am - 12:00 noon  |  Nov 9, 16, 23, 30, 

Dec 7, 14 

Join a disciple of Rabbi Nahman of Breslov, our 
own Cantor Boaz Davidoff, in an exploration of 
six different “secrets” as taught in the writings of 
Rebbe Nahman and his students Rabbi Nathan 
and Rabbi Shalom Arush. The secrets that will be 
“revealed” include: the secret of heaven in this 
world; the secret of heaven at home; the secrets of 
wealth, health, and wisdom; and the secret of this 
world. All are welcome – no prior knowledge of 
Hasidic literature is required.

Contemporary Women’s Midrash 
Instuctor: Sue Gurland

11:00 am - 12:15 pm  |  Jan 4, 11, 18, 25, Feb 1 

Finding inspirational stories about women in 
the Torah can be a bit like finding a needle in a 
haystack- but we found them! From Lot’s wife to 

the Shekhinah, we’ll explore midrashim in various 
forms and use active imagination to create our 
own. Bring a journal and a curious spirit!

Sue Gurland, spiritual director and creator of Moving 

Through the Tree of Life, holds a Master of Arts in 

Teaching from Yale University. She co-leads the Jewish 

Healing Circle and is an experienced teacher of many 

disciplines.   

The World of the Sages: What does 
the Talmud have to say about the 
issues of our time? 
Instuctor: Rabbi Jack Riemer

11:15 am  |  Feb 8, 15, 22, Mar 1, 8, 15, 22 

The Talmud is the record of the conversations, 
stories, interpretations, and analysis which, more 
than any other book, represents the dynamic 
world of the rabbis and the Judaism they taught. 
Join a renowned rabbi and long-time Cooperman 
Academy faculty member on a journey that will 
inspire and enlighten.

Wednesdays 4:00 pm  |  Fridays 8:15 am 
Ongoing, beginning early Fall until Shavuot.  

A close reading and free flowing conversation of Torah texts and what they 
evoke in our lives. 

These classes have limited enrollment – please contact Elaine Siegell at  (561) 392-8566 

ext. 309 or email ElaineS@bnai-torah.org to register.

 

Torah Study with Rabbi David Steinhardt



Thursday

A Celebration of Yiddish Language 
and Culture
Instructor: Riva Ginsburg

10:30 am  |  Feb 2, 9, 16, 23, Mar 2, 9   

This “feel good course” in Yiddish language and culture 
is spiced with proverbs, folklore, singing, insults, and 
humor, mit a bissel history and literature. Learn how to 
“kvetch, kvell and kibbutz” whether you already know 
how to or not! No prior knowledge of Yiddish is needed, 
and there is something for every level, from Yiddish 
beginner to novice to fluent speaker.  

Riva Ginsburg is a native Yiddish speaker. Born in a Displaced 

Person Camp in Fahrenvald, Germany, Ms. Ginsburg has 

taught academic Yiddish at Binghamton University and 

Florida Atlantic University. She is a much sought-after lecturer 

and presenter and we are pleased to welcome her to the 

Cooperman Academy.    

Jewish Healing Circle*

Instructors: Sue Gurland and Tuviah

7:30 - 9:30 pm  |  Oct 6, Nov 3, Dec 1, Jan 5, Feb 2, 

Mar 2, Apr 6, May 4, Jun 8

As humans, we are all in need of 
healing. As friends, caregivers and 
family members, we can pray for 
ourselves and all those in need of 
healing. Let us come together to 
form a healing community through 

prayer, reflection and song in our tradition.

 $5 donation requested per session 

*Co-sponsored with Women’s League of BTC

Hebrew Reading for Beginners
(Evening Class) 
Instructors: Yardena Barzilay
7:00 pm |  Sept 15, 2016 - Jan 12, 2017

Yardena is a gifted and enthusiastic teacher who will 
take students from little or no letter recognition to 
competent reading of Hebrew in a semester’s time. 
Join candidates for conversion and congregants alike to 
fulfill your goal of finally learning to read Hebrew, or to 
improve on a rudimentary Hebrew reading ability. 

Introduction to Judaism 
Instructors: Rabbi David Englander, Rabbi Robert Silvers
8:00 - 9:00 pm |  Sept 15, 2016 - Jan 12, 2017

In association with the Palm Beach County Board 
of Rabbis, we are proud to once again offer a 
comprehensive Introduction to Judaism program. 
The class is open to anyone looking to become better 
acquainted with the basic concepts and practices of 
our tradition, including, but certainly not limited to, 
candidates for conversion and their significant others. 

Ethics, and Jewish Ethics, in Sports 
Instuctor: Professor Saul Ross
11:00 am  |   January 12, 19, 26 

Sports are often described as a microcosm of society.  
Sports are viewed, both live and on TV, for countless 
hours by millions of people. An enormous number of 
children, adults and seniors play the various games that 
constitute sports. Due to its prominence, many of the 
individuals in the world of sports become role models 
whose behavior is emulated and whose values are 
adopted by some. These lectures examine sport from 
an ethical perspective. Lessons derived will help clarify 
our understanding of the moral impact sports have on 
society and on the individuals who watch and play them. 

Dr. Saul Ross is a retired Professor of Human Kinetics at the 

University of Ottowa, specializing in the philosophy of sport.  

He co-authored two books, one on biomedical ethics and one 

on sports ethics.  
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Saturday
Shabbat Morning Meditation 
Before Prayer 
Instructor: Dr. Suzanne Stier

9:15 - 10:45 am  |  Dec 10, 17; Feb 11, 18; March 4, 11  

Many rabbis wrote about being silent, of turning inward 
before praying. Prayer and meditation are similar, yet 
they differ from one another in significant ways. Prayer 
is speaking to God/the Universe and perhaps asking 
for something. Meditation is listening, listening to God/
the Universe/our higher selves.  These sessions will start 
with a short drash on the Torah portion of the week. 
The rest of the time will be a meditation sit. We will be 
back in the sanctuary in time for the sermon and for 
Musaf. 

Dr. Suzanne Stier has been certified as a Jewish Meditation 

teacher by the Institute of Jewish Spirituality.

 

Jewish Renewal Shabbat Services 

Instructor: Amy Grossblatt Pessah

9:30 - 11:00 am  |  Nov 12, 26; Dec 3, 24; Jan 7, 21; 

Feb 4, 25; Mar 18, 25; Apr 8, 15; May 6,13, Jun 3

Join us as we explore and 
experience a new kind of 
shabbat service. Twice a 
month, we will meet for an 
engaging, inspiring, interactive 
service during which we will 
strive to connect to ourselves, 
our community, and to 

God. Through the use of Jewish prayers, chanting, 
meditation, contemplation, music, movement and 
Torah study, this service will provide some sacred time 
for you to experience the richness of our Jewish spiritual 
tradition. Each service will include both individual 
contemplative time mixed with joyful communal time. 

Shabbat appropriate casual attire suggested.

Shabbat Torah Study 

Instructor: Morley Goldberg

Approx. 9:45 am  |  Every Shabbat Dec 17 - Apr 1  

Each one-hour session, held in the Nathan Library 
during the reading of the Torah, is an eclectic mix of 
participative study of each week’s parashah, drawing 
on the works of the ancient commentators (Rashi, 
Nachmanides, ibn Ezra, Maimonides) and the moderns 
(Leibowitz, Sacks, Kass, Zornberg, Artson). We will 
explore the great themes of the Torah, and study the 
meaning of individual letters. No prerequisites other 
than your interest, and the program will conclude in 
time for the sermon in the sanctuary.



Arnold Eisen  
Chancellor of The Jewish Theological 
Seminary. One of the world’s foremost
experts on American Judaism, he works 
with Jewish leadership around the 
country to address the issues of Jewish 
identity, the revitalization of Jewish 
tradition, and the redefinition of the 
American Jewish community.
January 13-14

Aaron Lansky
Founder of the Yiddish Book Center, 
an organization he created to help 
salvage Yiddish language publications. 
He received a MacArthur Fellowship in 
1989 for his work.  
January 20-21

Ruth Calderon  
Israeli academic and politician, served 
as a member of Knesset for Yesh Atid 
(2013 - 2015). She is one of Israel’s 
leading figures spearheading efforts to 
revive Hebrew Culture and a pluralistic 
Israeli-Jewish identity.   
January 27-28

Tal Becker  
Fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute 
in Jerusalem and a leading member 
of the Institute’s iEngage Project. He 
serves as principal deputy legal adviser 
at the Israeli Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and is a senior member of the 
Israeli peace negotiation team. 
February 10-12

Donniel Hartman  
President of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem and Director 
of the iEngage Project. He founded 
some of the most extensive education, 
training and enrichment programs for 
scholars, educators, rabbis and lay 
leaders in Israel and North America.
February 24-25

Yossi Klein Halevi  
Senior fellow at the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem. He co-directs 
the Institute’s Muslim Leadership 
Initiative.   He is the author of “Like 
Dreamers: The Story of the Israeli 
Paratroopers Who Reunited Jerusalem 
and Divided a Nation.” 
March 10-11

Daniel Matt  
One of the world’s leading authorities 
on Kabbalah, Matt is a professor  of 
Jewish Spirituality at the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley. He has 
published ten books, including: “Zohar: 
The Book of Enlightenment” and “God 
and the Big Bang: Discovering Harmony 
between Science and Spirituality.”  
March 17-18

2017 Scholar-in-Residence Series

Specific dates and times to follow. 
For more information, please contact 

Elaine Siegell at ElaineS@bnai-torah.org 
or (561) 392-8566 ext. 309.
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Yiddishfest 2017 at B’nai Torah

January 20 - 25

Schedule of Events

Shabbat Dinner with Aaron Lansky
Founder of the Yiddish Book Center 

(See pg. 17 for more information)

Friday, January 20 - 7:00 pm

B’nai Torah University 
Yiddish-themed programming for all ages 

   including a Shtetl Wedding

Sunday, January 22 - 9:00 am

Yentl
Sunday, January 22 - 2:00 pm

Aaron Kula and the Klezmer 
   Company Jazz Orchestra (KCJO)
(See pg. 5 for more information)

Monday, January 23 - 7:00 pm

Short Stories and Poems 
   by Roslyn Bresnick-Perry
Presented by Eunice Shapiro

(See pg. 12 for more information)

Tuesday, January 24 - 12:15 pm 

Fiddler on the Roof
Tuesday, January 24 - 6:30 pm

Grand Finale: 
   World of Yiddish Song Concert
Part of B’nai Torah’s Concert & Theater Arts Series 2017. For tickets, 

please visit www.btcboca.org or call Elysa Stark at (561) 392-8566.

Wednesday, January 25 - 7:00 pm 



In order for B’nai Torah Congregation to continue offering an extensive selection 

of free classes to our members, please consider becoming a BENEFACTOR of our 

Lillian, Philip, and Gerry Cooperman Academy for Adult Jewish Learning
LEVELS: Platinum ($108); Gold ($72); Silver ($36); Copper ($18)

Registration Form

Please return this form and payment to B’nai Torah Congregation - 6261 SW 18th Street, Boca Raton, Florida 33433

 Name

 Address

 City        State    Zip

 Phone       E-mail

I WOuLD LIKE TO BECOME A BENEFACTOR:  Platinum ____   Gold ____   Silver ____   Copper ____   

Are you a B’nai Torah member:  Yes         No                 

For non-members only:

Single-session class: ____  @$10 ea.   Recurring Class: ____  @$50 ea.   Unlimited Classes: ____  @$100

TOTAL $:                           Check #                (Please make checks payable to “B’nai Torah Congregation”)                                                      

Please charge my:   AMEX  MasterCard        VISA

Name on Card:

Card Number:                     
                

Expiration Date (Month/Year):     /               CVV (3 or 4 digits):   

Billing Address (if different from above): 

 Signature (if payment by credit card)

I would like to attend the following classes: 
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